FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The Wills Hotel Celebrates Grand Opening in
Downtown Cumberland, Bringing Boutique
Hospitality and Destination Dining to Western
Maryland

CUMBERLAND, Md. — June 11, 2026 — The Wills Hotel celebrated its grand opening on June
11, marking the debut of a new boutique hospitality destination in downtown Cumberland. The
20-room property, owned by Brian Gilbride and managed by Riley Hotel Group, began welcoming
guests on May 27 and introduces an elevated lodging and dining experience to Western Maryland.

Blending contemporary comfort with the character and history of Cumberland's downtown district,
The Wills Hotel was developed to serve both leisure travelers and outdoor enthusiasts seeking a
distinctive regional destination. Located near the Great Allegheny Passage and C&O; Canal
Towpath, the hotel features dedicated onsite bicycle storage and amenities designed to support
adventure and heritage tourism throughout the region.

"The opening of The Wills Hotel represents an exciting milestone not only for our team, but for
downtown Cumberland," said Brian Gilbride, owner of The Wills Hotel. "Our vision was to create a
destination that reflects the city's history and character while delivering the elevated service, design,
and guest experience today's travelers expect.”

The hotel was designed in collaboration with Lakewood, Ohio-based architecture and design firm
AODK. Known for its work across hospitality, workplace, and residential sectors, AODK partnered
closely with ownership to create a property that balances contemporary hospitality standards with
the architectural character of downtown Cumberland.

The property is also home to 1867: A Modern Chophouse, a contemporary steakhouse concept
offering premium cuts, elevated cuisine, and a refined dining experience for both hotel guests and
local residents. The restaurant further establishes The Wills Hotel as a destination for visitors
seeking both boutique accommodations and high-quality dining under one roof.

Situated within walking distance of Cumberland's shops, arts venues, restaurants, and outdoor
recreation assets, The Wills Hotel expands the region's hospitality offerings while contributing to the
continued revitalization of the city's historic downtown.

Reservations are currently available. For more information or to book a stay, visit
www.thewillshotel.com, call (240) 245-2331, or email info@thewillshotel.com.
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About Riley Hotel Group

Riley Hotel Group is a hospitality management company specializing in the development,
management, and operation of distinctive hotel experiences rooted in service, design, and
community connection. Through a focus on operational excellence and personalized hospitality,
Riley Hotel Group partners with owners and developers to bring independent hospitality concepts to
life across emerging and established markets.

About AODK

Founded in 1999 and headquartered in Lakewood, Ohio, AODK is an architecture and design firm
specializing in hospitality, workplace, wellness, and multifamily environments. The firm is
recognized for its collaborative, experience-driven approach and its commitment to creating spaces
that strengthen communities and enhance the human experience.
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